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The condom must be removed with care to prevent any of the discharge
covering it from contaminating the glans and meatus. If a condom has
not been worn, the man should urinate in gushes so as to expel as
forcibly as possible any contaminating material which may be in the
entrance to the urethra. After this, washing well with soap and water
followed by external disinfection with mercury and potassium iodide
and urethral injection of an organic silver preparation, such as silver
protein (protargolj 0-5 per cent, appear most likely to succeed. The
treatment must be carried out as promptly as possible.
Abortive treatment by injection of strong concentrations of silver Abortive
compounds is often recommended for those cases in which symptoms treatment
have only just started and the discharge is still mucoid. It is much better
to give voluminous irrigations twice daily of potassium permanganate
1 in 4,000 by the method shown below (see p. 19) and to supplement
them with urethral injections of silver protein 0-5 per cent two or three
times daily. If these fail, the urethra has not been damaged, and the
patient is no worse off for the attempt, as he may be after abortive
treatment by stronger chemicals.
In order to treat intelligently and safely gonorrhoea which has reached Treatment in
the stage of a purulent discharge it is necessary to understand clearly »^£ °^
that the expulsion of the gonococci is due mainly to the tissues and that, discharge
unless the tissues develop a strongly antigonococcal power, no treat-
ment, however skilfully applied, will rid them of the disease. Probably
in most cases the tissues would eventually rid themselves of gonococci,
but practically always they do so more quickly when helped by treat-
ment, and someiimes they would fail completely without this help. It
follows that a consideration of prime importance in the selection of a
treatment is its effect on the tissues. If it would damage these unduly,
lowering their natural resistance, or would interfere with drainage, it
would do more harm than good and should not be attempted. For the Danger of
reasons given, local treatment with strong chemicals in the endeavour
to destroy gonococci deeply embedded in the tissues has been practically
abandoned, and one result is that stricture is becoming increasingly rare.
The danger of acting as if the tissues would respond to any sort of Danger of
whip, however lustily applied, is seen in the results of unduly energetic vaccines
treatment with gonococcal vaccines at the beginning of the attack. The
way in which the disease continues unabated in some of the cases that
have been treated with huge doses of vaccine, sometimes given intra-
venously, suggests strongly a prolonged negative phase and teaches the
lesson that a body afflicted with gonorrhoea can no more be bullied
into putting up a fight against the causal organisms than can one
suffering from pneumonia9 enteric fever, or any other disease of
"bacterial origin.
Methods of treatment can most conveniently be discussed under two
main headings, general and local; the latter are divided into those
applicable to the acute and subacute stages and those for the chronic.

